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Hrs Majeſty the King of Sweden's-I:ertes | 
to the States Generall of the United 
Provinces, = TIEN: 


E CHAAL P's bythe Grace of God King of 
$weder, &c. To the High and Vaghty Lords 
the States Gexerall of the United Provinces, 
Greeting. | 

High and Mighty, how great have been the 
Friendſhips, and how ' conſiderable the Alli» 
ances, which have always paſt between Our 
Kingdom and the United Provinces, no perſon can be ignorant 
of, that ſhall have retic&ed upon the memorable monuments of | 
their preſervation; For the Faith, by which they are maintained, 
is moſt plain and unſuſpected to all men, and the ſignal conſtancy 
1s equally known, by which they have continued ſo long un» 
moved. The tranſmiſhon of thisFaith, together with the Inheri» + 
tance of Our Kingdom, We have taken (ſo to heart, that We are 
reſolved, as well to diſcharge Our ſelves in point of affection to ; 
Our Friends and Allies, as to follow the footſteps of our Predev 
ceſlors in other Actions of Honour and Glory. Wherefore We *' 
have always taken eſpecial care, not only-te-ſtand firm to that | 
ancient Tye, but alſo to make it yer1tricter, by the addition of 
new Obligations ; which being evident to all, that ſhall conſt» 
der, how readily We Our ſelves have either given the occafion 
of ſtrengthning Our Leagues by a ſtill cloſer Union, or accepted 
of it, when it preſented it (elf; We make no queſtion, but when 
You your ſelves ſhall reflect upon the many Advantages in theſe 
conjunCtures of affairs, which We have neglected, together with 
the tedious troubles and difficulties, which We have willingly 
undergone, in order to the welfare of You, Our good Friends : 
and Allies; You will find no place to doubt of Our fidelity to» 
wards You: While We had theſe things under confideration, 
and were contriving, how We might joyn'Counſels with Youy | 
both for the reſtoring of a Genefal Peace, andforthe ſceuring! 
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of it, when reſtored, and ne 09 ree Ar" Our ſelves with 
g:cat joy! the hopes. of, ſeeing that Peace Tpeedily effected,” and 
Your affairs by rhe bleſling of Almighty God happily compoſed; 
We were ſurprized to: underſtand, that in ſtead of the Friendly 
inclinations, which We expected from You, You were even at 
that time upon conſultations of War, and come already to a re- 
ſolution of levying Forces, and imploying them againſt Us; aid 
'thatonly for this reaſon, that; (tte the Ele&or of Braxdenbareh 
contrary to the hopes be had given Us by a Treaty lately con- 
chaded with Us, . ( whoſe only ſcope is the quiet of the Empire ) 
and not regarding that Inſtrument of Peace, 1n the Guarranty 
whereof We are likewiſe concerned, and fo not adjuſting his 
proportion of Forces, by rates, with the other Members of the 
Empire, in order to a Common detence; but by ſending a di- 
ſtint and formed Army, hath taken ſuch violent Counſels, as are 
neither agreeable to the procuring of the pretended Peace, nor 
indeed fafe tos, in regard that they increaſe thofe evils the 
Empire hath to long laboured under, and endanger thoſe Inte- 
reſts, which We have a juſt right unto, by vertne of the Treaty 
of Weitphalias We upon the conſideration aforcſaid, have been 
neceſſitated not to-omir or neglect any of thoſe things, which 
We. are-cither obliged.to by the Guarranty of the {ard Treaty 
of Weitphalia, or by the conlideration of Our proper ſecurity. 
And this is a matter-of (uch a quality, as, whether We conlider: 
| Our good affections towards Y ou, or Our own indetatigable en- 
| 'deavours, for the procuring of a Pubkck Peace, We cannot yer 
| but be exceedingly moved at; little expecting, that-We, who 
- have fo firmly adhered to the ancient Friend(hip b:tween Our 
Kingdom, and Your State, and ever preſerved it inviolably, and 
in preference to all other conliderations whatfocycr, We, who 
have been ever ready to obhge Your Commonwealth w 1th all 
offices of kindneſs, and ever. profeſſed to do whatſoever might 
conduce- to the {trengthning of -Our mutual Alhance, ſhould 
come at laſt to be treated by You; not as Confederates, but as: 
Enemies, in which matter, whether,You have requited Us well 
; or ill, We appeal to Your own Juſtice. Nor can the pains, 
which We have partially taken, for the reſtoring of Peace to 
- | the World, and to: Yqu, ſeem. to merit at Your hands, that any. 
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ſich Counſtls ſhould find place. with You, as: may. endanpen bis 
ther Onr Security, or the. diminution of Our Honour and$atity 
That paſſage of Yours is indeed praiſe-worthy, where You-pra» + 
fels, Your care of Your Alliances and Confederates; But-while 
You perſwade others by Your own Example, that mutual Faith 
is5not to be broken, You muſt alfo needs determine it te:-be wne 
Juſt; that others ſhonld therefore Arm againſt Us, becauſe We 
neither can, nor will be wanting tq our Confederate, or tothe 
Treaty, to which we are ſworn. Nor if indeed Our Treaty with 
the moſt Serene and moſt Potent King of Frarxce (© qualified, ag. 
that it may be called a New one, or ſuch as owes its right and 
force to the preſent Commotions only, but ſtands upon ſuch 
foundations; as are much antecedent in time and date to the 
War, in which You now are involved, and requires the ſame. 
care from Us, upon occaſion even of the preſent (tate of Aﬀeairs, 
which had been as much Our concern, although the War had 
not happened between the Moſt Chriſtian King, and You, which 
hath thus unhappily brought ſo many Princes and States of Eus 
rope into mutual effuſions of bloud. And truly if the obliga+ 
tions of Oaths in Treaties may pals for any ſecurity to the Allies; 
It'is to be hoped, You will eſteem Your ſelves engaged, ſo to 
undertake the Cauſe of Your other Confederates, that at the: 
lame time You take care, it be not to Our prejudice, finec We, 
who have mcrited nothing of this nature from You, are likewiſe 
in Alliance with You, and have Treaties between Us ancient, 
and frequently renewed 3 Neither are We (© tranſported with 
a blind defire of War, as to delign the deftruttion of Your Con» 
federate, but only intent upon a timcly obviating and preventing, 
the dangers We are expoſed to, by his Preparations, {far as 1s- 
neceliary for Onr own fatety. But if you purſue other Counſels, 
it will be in effect, not (o much to ſtand to Your Treaty, -or un+ 
dertake the defence of Your Confederate, as to countenance his 
dangerous procecdings againſt Us, which (o much as to ſuſpect. 
in You, will not conſiſt with the unfeigned and ſincere attection,, 
We have ever paid Yon. And as the -matter in queſtion. be- 
tween Us, and the Elefor of Brardenburgh, is wholly remote, 

from what concerns Your State, regardiug only the quiet obs 

Germany, and looking wholly that way, to wit, that the -Treaty,/ 


| concerns of Your Confederate, by a remedy more gentle and 
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WF Fefipbalia be not totally trampled upon, and its Articles yili> 
fied and deſpiſed ; $o that We muſt appear, to have rather de- 
fired the Peace of the Empire, than defended it; So neither can 
Our Arming give You any juſt cauſe of offence, ſince the pure 
neceſiity of) looking to Our ſelves hath obliged Us to this Pre- 


* Paration. For, there is no War intended upon You, which even 


then for Your Safeties ſake We declined, when the bad condi- 
tion of Your affairs, and the juſt confidence of Our ſucceſs miglt 
have invited Us thercunto: Nor befides that can there be any 
dammage or danger apprehended by You, from Our Prepara- 
tions, Which might divert the Aſtiſtance of Your Confederates, 
and that way haſten Your deſtrution, or obſtruct the recovery 
of what You have loſt; For it hath plegſed the Divine Bounty, 
> to diſpoſe of You, that ſtanding now upon Your own legs 
again, the acceſſion of other h:Ips will not be necctall, for the 
recovery or preſervation of Your Commonwealth ; much leſs 
thoſe helps, which muſt bring danger to the Treaty of Weſtphalia, 
(which will be likewiſe Your own Intereſt to preſerve inviola- 
ble) in the ſubverſion of {Oo many States of the Empire, whoſe 
Houſlcs ie buricd in the ruines of the War, and in the (ighs and 
tears of ſo many miſerable and periſhing perſons. In contem- 
plation wherefore of all theſe things We cannot doubt, but Your 
felves will determine, that to imploy Your Armes againl(t Us, 
cannot be juſt, becauſe not necellary ; and therefore the more 
unexcuſable, ſince a!l hope of Peace being taken away ( which 
began now to appear again _) without any preſent enforcing 
danger, a door 1s opened for anew War, whereof no man 1i- 
ving can foretell the end. But above all other miſchiefs, that 
will probably enſue upon this War, how dreadfull will the con- 
fideration be, of thoſe terrible Aflaults of the Ottoman Fury, up- 
on that ancient Bulwark of Chriſtendom, the Kingdom of Po- 
land, and the forſaken State of the Chriſtian Intereſt, while the 
Chriſtian Princes and Commonwealths are engaged in mutual 
rage and deſtruction, then which nothing can be more welcome 
to Turkiſh Tyranny, or more conducing to the Impoſition of 


' that Yoak upon the Chriſtian Name ? But it is now in Your 


power, to provide for the divifions of Chriſtendom, and the 


CD] 


fafe, than can be found in the continuation of the preſent. Wat, 
or the addition of a freſh one, which is no other, then YourRe- 
ſolution to perſwade him by a Friendly Admonition, not to pur- 
fue his preſent deſign, but to incline to better Counſels, and by 
a ſpeedy Peace tocut off and remove all impediments, and art- 
fing difhculties. And that You may be the better aflured of Qu - 
peacetull intentions, We moſt ſolemnly proteſt unto You, that as 
it isa matter of great grief unto Us, that the EleQor of Branden- 
bureh (ſhould have too haſtily imbraced (ach Counſels, as are nei> 
ther conſiſtent with the Treaty made with Us, nor the ſincere 
affetion We have always borne unto him, and to the Peace and 
the care of the promotion thereof, which he pretended to un> 
dertake in a common concern with Us, (6 hkewiſe, as ſoon as- 
the EleQtor, either of his own accord, or by per{waſion, and the 
interpolition of Your good Offices, ſhall be moved to retire with 
his Army, and ſhall proceed to ſach Counſels, as ſhall not ob- 
ftra&, but facilitate the Publick quiet ; and that We ſhall*per-- 
ccive a ſufficient proviſion to be made for the Peace of Wet. 
phalia, and for Our own Safety, which depends upon its true* 
and faithfufl obſervance and warranty, that We will then meer 
him with all the readineſs imaginable, in returning to-Qur for-- 
mer mutual confidence, and will immediately withdraw Our . 
Forces out of all ſuch the EleQor's Territories, as they have had: 
Orders to march into: And finally, We will take care ſo to aQ; | 
as that it may be viſible to the whole. World, that in the im+» 
ploying of Our Armics We are not govein'd by any deſires of 
ringing.on one War by another, or of aſſiſting (ſuch endea- 
vours, as oppole. Peace, and delign the opprettion of others,, 
much leſs to. intend by them, the/{cizure and poſſetlion- of any 
place belonging to the Eleftor, the Empire, or any other what- 
foever ;z but do-purely look to the promotion of Peace, and the- 
defence of Our own juſt Rights and Alliances. We hope allo,. 
that this aſſurance anc Faith which: We give You, for the truth: 
and fidelity of Our Zeal to-the Peace, may be ſufficient tor Your 
rehiance and ſatisfaftiqn, and may produce (ſuch cftects, as ſhall: 
let You ſee Your ſelves, that there is no juſt cauſe for the draw-- 
ing Your Forces upon Us, but-that You will apply Your ſelves; 
to ſuch conſiderations and meaſures, as may evidence. thoſe ge-- 
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nerous:and-frequentProteſtations of Your good inclinations'th 
Peace, and contirm- Our bopes, of finding Your proceedingy 
equal an4 proportipnable te the good affetions, We have for 
Your {tlves, and aJ Your concerns. -But-1f it ſhould happen 
Gtherwilt, which God forbid, We ſhall bear Our (elves upon the 
Juſtice that is on Our ſide, being moſt confident, that Our Cauſe 
| - and good intentions will have together with the Divine Aft 
ance, all the Succel(s that can be defired, and the favour and en- 
- £ouragement of all the Lovers of Peace and Juſtice. In the mean 
time, We havenot receded in the leaſt from the Reſolution We 
have always owned, of living amicably with You, nor ſhall We 
be found, to have remitted any-thing:of the defire We have al- 
ways entertained of preſervmgthe Publick and: Common Tran- 
quility, and of contending with You only by ſuch arguments of 
| Friendfhip and good will, that.it may be a queſtion, whether We 
| , are more ready, or You more inclined to ſuch endeayours and 
p methods, as may prove cffectual for the lengthning .and preſer- 
Ying of Our mutual Friendſhip, and-the continuation of it to 
poſterity. All which Our Extraordinary Ambaſlador and Chan» 
cellor of Our Court; the Noble and Right-truſty Edward Ehrem- 
ſteer, Hereditary Lord of Forsbygard, - 4 having Orders to ex» + 
preſs more at large, We refer Our ſelves to him, and ſo conclus, 
fling theſe preſents, We moſt heartily recommend You to Al- 
mighty God, the Author of Peace, wiſhing You all happineſs 
_ proſperity: | Dated, ec. the 5th. of December, 1674. 


Toxtr good Friend and Confederate, 


| | CHARLES, 


H. HoGnnseN, 
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